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Everyone is Feeling the 

Changes in Transportation

• Moving people, not just cars 

• Changing travel habits

• Intelligent mobility

• Autonomous vehicles

• Connected vehicles

• Funding

• Laws and regulations
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NEPA is Changing 

Federal transportation bills that streamline the 
application of NEPA

• Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA), 1991

• Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
(TEA-21), 1998

• Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU), 2005

• Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
Act (Map-21), 2012

• Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act 
(FAST), 2015
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FHWA’s “Every Day Counts” 

Initiative

• Shorten the project delivery 

process

• Deliver more for the same money

• Enhance roadway safety

• Reduce congestion

• Improve environmental 

sustainability
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NEPA Streamlining is Working

• 90% of federally assisted highway 

projects are processed as 

Categorical Exclusions

• EAs range from 1 to 3 years 

(average) to complete

• EIS completion time has dropped 

from 5.5 years to just over 3.5 

years (average)
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Executive Order 13766, January 24, 2017

Expediting Environmental Reviews and Approvals for High 

Priority Infrastructure Projects
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Permitting Process 

Flowchart for a 

Federally Funded 

Highway Project in 

the U.S.



FHWA and CDOT Developed a 

Template EA

• Save money and time in 

environmental review

• Improve the quality of 

environmental documents

• Conducted three pilot programs to 

test template
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Key Template EA Attributes

• Gets back to the intent of NEPA

• Focuses on issues that influence the 

decision

• Makes document reader friendly, with 

limited technical jargon

• Presents information in a Q&A format

• Uses tables to summarize findings
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Pilot Programs are a Success! 

• Reduced four months off schedule 

for SH 9 project and saved $40k 

to $80k

• Completed two other projects in 

one year instead of three years –

a 75% time savings

• Reduced document size by 75%
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Good Candidates for the  

Template EA

• One build alternative

• No public controversy

• Funding is available for 

implementation
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But….

• Still requires rigorous assessment 

of  resources and impacts that are 

documented in technical 

memoranda

• Still requires collaboration with 

resource agencies and the public
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The Template EA
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Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) Template 

• Template EAs

• Traditional EAs 
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All great changes are 

preceded by chaos.

-Deepak Chopra
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Thank you

© Atkins Limited except where stated otherwise.
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